SATIRE BACKGROUND
BACKGROUND:
“A MODEST PROPOSAL”

1. View the trailer on youTube.  

a. What according to the video are the problems the narrator sees in the streets of Ireland?

b. What would some reasonable solutions be to this problem?

c. What is his solution?

d. What advantages does he suggest?

2. Read the essay “A Modest Proposal” 

a. List all of the reasons Swift thinks his proposal is a good one.

b. What other reasonable solutions does he offer in passing and why does he say to ignore them?

c. How does he use persuasion?  Shock?

d. Why didn’t he merely write an essay on how to reasonably solve the problem?

3. Review the Simpsons and Satire video.  Which methods from the video does Swift use in the essay?

SATIRE PROJECT

Purpose:  To show your knowledge of the purpose and techniques of satire.

METHOD:

1. Choose a partner or work on your own.

2. Choose a world problem to satirize.

3. Brainstorm all of the reasonable solutions to the problem.

4. Brainstorm all of the wild, satirical solutions to the problem.

5. Choose a method of presentation – a royal proclamation, an ad campaign – TV and print, a video, a presentation to the UN/government of Canada/etc., a song, a skit….

In choosing your method, remember that you must clearly explain the source of the problem, the reasonable solutions which could be tried, and your own satirical solution.  You also require all of the benefits of your solution.

You will be presenting your idea to the class in any medium you choose and the class will be peer marking you based on a set of student/teacher generated criteria and rubrics.

