
Beauty Synthesis Essay
Write a literary essay of 400-600 words in response to one of the topics below.

1. Alice, from “Mirror Image” by Lena Coadley, and Catherine, from “Chicken-Hips” by Catherine Pigott, each experience an important event that changes her self-image. Compare and contrast the changes these characters experience.

2. How does the TED talk “A Darwinian Theory of Beauty” relate to the differing beauty ideals that Catherine Pigott experiences in Canada and Gambia, as described in her short story “Chicken Hips”? Use evidence from both texts in your response.

3. Examine the evidence given in Amy Alkon’s “The Truth About Beauty” and “The Truth About Beauty Critique” published by The Colonic. Based on the evidence each presents, which makes the stronger argument?
4. How can Jean Kilbourne’s short film “Killing Us Softly 4” help people to understand the objectification of the woman in “Woman on the Roof” by Doris Lessing?

5. Both “Don’t Call Me Beautiful” by Erin Tatum and “Four Reasons Not to Tell Your Daughter She’s Pretty” by Sarah Newton identify reasons why complimenting people on their looks can be harmful. Using evidence from both articles, explain what effects these comments can have on women.

6. Compare and contrast the messages about beauty in Katie Makkai’s spoken word poem “Pretty” and Amy Alkon’s essay “The Truth About Beauty.”
7. Compare and contrast male and female beauty standards, as described in Harris O’Malley’s “The New (and Impossible) Standards of Male Beauty” and Cameron Russel’s TED talk “Beauty isn’t everything- Trust me, I’m a Model” (You could do this topic with any work focusing on female beauty standards- not just the TED talk.)
8. Katie Makkai’s “Pretty” brings up some issues raised about the damaging effects of emphasizing appearance. Compare the experience of Makkai in “Pretty” to that of Cameron Russell in her TED talk “Looks Aren’t Everything.”

9.     Discuss how the LGBTQIA+ community is breaking down the current beauty standards and transforming
the beauty industry in Rebecca Maher’s “’You Look So Gay’: Breaking down LGBTQIA+ beauty standards” and Trish Bendix’s “Queer and Trans People are Revolutionizing the Beauty Industry.”
Beauty Synthesis Essay

Write a literary essay of 400-600 words in response to one of the topics below.

1. Alice, from “Mirror Image” by Lena Coadley, and Catherine, from “Chicken-Hips” by Catherine Pigott, each experience an important event that changes her self-image. Compare and contrast the changes these characters experience.

2. How does the TED talk “A Darwinian Theory of Beauty” relate to the differing beauty ideals that Catherine Pigott experiences in Canada and Gambia, as described in her short story “Chicken Hips”? Use evidence from both texts in your response.

3. Examine the evidence given in Amy Alkon’s “The Truth About Beauty” and “The Truth About Beauty Critique” published by The Colonic. Based on the evidence each presents, which makes the stronger argument?

4. How can Jean Kilbourne’s short film “Killing Us Softly 4” help people to understand the objectification of the woman in “Woman on the Roof” by Doris Lessing?

5. Both “Don’t Call Me Beautiful” by Erin Tatum and “Four Reasons Not to Tell Your Daughter She’s Pretty” by Sarah Newton identify reasons why complimenting people on their looks can be harmful. Using evidence from both articles, explain what effects these comments can have on women.

6. Compare and contrast the messages about beauty in Katie Makkai’s spoken word poem “Pretty” and Amy Alkon’s essay “The Truth About Beauty.”

7. Compare and contrast male and female beauty standards, as described in Harris O’Malley’s “The New (and Impossible) Standards of Male Beauty” and Cameron Russel’s TED talk “Beauty isn’t everything- Trust me, I’m a Model” (You could do this topic with any work focusing on female beauty standards- not just the TED talk.)

8. Katie Makkai’s “Pretty” brings up some issues raised about the damaging effects of emphasizing appearance. Compare the experience of Makkai in “Pretty” to that of Cameron Russell in her TED talk “Looks Aren’t Everything.”
9.    Discuss how the LGBTQIA+ community is breaking down the current beauty standards and transforming

the beauty industry in Rebecca Maher’s “’You Look So Gay’: Breaking down LGBTQIA+ beauty standards” and Trish Bendix’s “Queer and Trans People are Revolutionizing the Beauty Industry.”
	SYNTHESIS Scoring Guide
	6: superior
	5: proficient
	4: competent
	3: barely adequate.
	2: inadequate

	Writing
	The writing style is effective and

demonstrates skillful control of language.
	The writing is well organized and reflects a strong command of the

conventions of language.
	The writing is organized and straightforward. Conventions of language are usually followed.
	The essay may show some sense of purpose.
	There is an attempt to address the topic.

	Mechanics
	Despite its clarity and precision, the essay need not be

error-free.
	Errors may be present, but are not distracting.


	Some errors are evident.
	Errors may be distracting.


	Errors are

recurring, distracting, and impede meaning.

	Comprehension
	Demonstrates an insightful understanding of the texts.
	Demonstrates a clear understanding of the texts at an interpretive level.
	Understanding of the texts tends to be literal and superficial.
	Understanding of the texts may be partially flawed.
	Understanding of the texts or

the task may be seriously flawed.

	Synthesis
	The essay shows a sophisticated approach to synthesis, including pertinent references.
	The essay clearly synthesizes the concepts within the texts.  References may be explicit or implicit and

convincingly support the analysis.
	Some synthesis

is apparent. The essay may rely heavily on paraphrasing. References are present and appropriate, but may be limited.
	An attempt at

synthesis is evident. References to the texts are not clearly connected to a central idea or may be repetitive.
	Reference to only one text does not constitute synthesis.


	SYNTHESIS Scoring Guide
	6: superior
	5: proficient
	4: competent
	3: barely adequate.
	2: inadequate

	Writing
	The writing style is effective and

demonstrates skillful control of language.
	The writing is well organized and reflects a strong command of the

conventions of language.
	The writing is organized and straightforward. Conventions of language are usually followed.
	The essay may show some sense of purpose.
	There is an attempt to address the topic.

	Mechanics
	Despite its clarity and precision, the essay need not be

error-free.
	Errors may be present, but are not distracting.


	Some errors are evident.
	Errors may be distracting.


	Errors are

recurring, distracting, and impede meaning.

	Comprehension
	Demonstrates an insightful understanding of the texts.
	Demonstrates a clear understanding of the texts at an interpretive level.
	Understanding of the texts tends to be literal and superficial.
	Understanding of the texts may be partially flawed.
	Understanding of the texts or

the task may be seriously flawed.

	Synthesis
	The essay shows a sophisticated approach to synthesis, including pertinent references.
	The essay clearly synthesizes the concepts within the texts.  References may be explicit or implicit and

convincingly support the analysis.
	Some synthesis

is apparent. The essay may rely heavily on paraphrasing. References are present and appropriate, but may be limited.
	An attempt at

synthesis is evident. References to the texts are not clearly connected to a central idea or may be repetitive.
	Reference to only one text does not constitute synthesis.



