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Name________________

If you know a term so well you could define and recognize it anywhere, put a check beside it. Terms with no check are ones you should study!

	TERM
	Definition
	I know this!

	Allusion
	A reference to something the reader is expected to recognize.
	

	Analogy
	Comparing two things in order to better understand one of them.
	

	Apostrophe
	Addressing an absent person or thing.
	

	Blank Verse


	Unrhymed iambic pentameter: verse of 10 syllables per line, with iambic meter (emphasis on every second syllable; a pair of unstressed and stressed syllables is one iamb; there are 5 iambs per line). Shakespeare’s plays are written primarily in blank verse.
	

	Euphemism
	A way of saying something in a less offensive or disturbing way. E.g. saying someone “passed away” instead of died; saying people “made love” instead of had sex.
	

	Hyperbole

	Over-exaggeration for effect.
	

	Imagery
	Descriptive language that appeals to any of the five senses.
	

	Internal Rhyme
	Rhyme that occurs within a line of poetry, rather than at each line’s end.
	

	Metaphor
	A comparison between two unlike things without using like, as, or than.
	

	Paradox
	An apparently contradictory statement which is, upon further reflection, true.
	

	Personification
	Giving non-human things human qualities.
	

	Refrain


	A line or lines of poetry repeated at intervals throughout the poem (like a chorus in a song).
	

	Simile
	A comparison between two unlike things using the words like, as, or than.
	

	Stanza


	Lines of poetry grouped together, separated from other stanzas by spaces between them.
	

	Symbol
	Something present in literature or art that also represents a greater idea.
	

	Symbolism
	The use of symbol.
	

	Tone
	The attitude of the author towards his/her subject matter.
	

	Understatement
	Representing something as less important than it truly is.
	

	Voice
	The personality of the author as it comes through in the work.
	

	Alliteration
	The repetition of initial consonant sounds.
	

	Assonance
	The repetition of internal vowel sounds.
	

	Ballad 
	A narrative poem about heroic deeds or events that has the rhyme scheme abcb; love and romance, journeys, and hardships are common subjects for ballads.
	

	Cacophony
	The repetition of harsh, clashing sounds used for effect.
	

	Couplet
	A two-line stanza, or two lines of poetry that rhyme.
	

	Consonance*
	a) the repetition of consonant sounds before and after differing vowels (flip-flop; feel/fill)

b) the repetition of consonant sounds at the ends of words only, as in “east-west,” or “hid-bed.”
	

	Didactic 
	A work whose purpose is to teach a lesson.
	

	Dissonance

	The use of discordant sounds either to create an unpleasant effect or to create an interesting variation from what is rhythmically expected.
	

	Euphony
	The repetition of soft, gentle sounds used for effect.
	

	Elegy
	A poem or song, usually written in couplets, to mourn or honour someone who is deceased.
	

	Free verse
	A poem with no set rhyme or meter.
	

	Narrative
	A piece of literature whose primary purpose is to tell a story.
	

	Iambic Pentameter
	Verse of 10 syllables per line, with iambic meter (emphasis on every second syllable; a pair of unstressed and stressed syllables is one iamb; there are 5 iambs per line, therefore 10 syllables per line). Sonnets are written in iambic pentameter.
	

	Onomatopoeia 
	Words that sound like their meanings.
	

	Pastoral
	Literature to do with country (rural) life.
	

	Sonnet
	A 14-line poem with a specific rhyme scheme written in iambic pentameter.
	

	Carpe Diem
	A work with the message to “seize the day.”
	

	Epic 
	A long narrative poem with an exalted style and heroic theme.
	

	Idiom
	A group of words established by usage as having a meaning that is not clearly related to the meanings of the individual words (e.g., rain cats and dogs, see the light ).
	

	Lyric 
	A poem whose primary purpose is to express an emotion.
	

	Meter

	The pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables in a poem that give it a certain rhythm.
	

	Ode
	A poem written to praise someone or something.
	

	Parody
	A humorous imitation of an original work, usually written to mock the ideas in the original.
	

	Quatrain 
	A four-line poem or stanza.
	

	Rhyme scheme 
	The pattern of end- rhymes in a poem.
	

	Rhythm
	The musical pattern created by the meter of a poem.
	


	Abstract
	Not physical.  Both ideas and emotions are abstract, as are things like love, justice, and honour.
	

	Anecdotal Evidence
	Evidence based on anecdote- a brief story from personal experience or observation of events that has not been tested.
	

	Apathy
	A lack of interest.
	

	Archaic Language
	Words, phrases, or style of language that is no longer in everyday use but is sometimes used to give an old-fashioned flavour.
	

	Epiphany
	A moment of significant illumination or insight.
	

	Graphic Text
	Text and text inserts that use visual art or specialized lettering.
	

	Imitative Harmony
	A series of words that imitate the sounds to which they refer.  E.g. “The crash, hiss and whisper of the rolling sea…”
	

	Metamorphosis
	A significant alteration in appearance or character.
	

	Metrical Poetry
	Written in regular, repeated rhythms, and, if rhyming, has regular rhymes usually at the end of each line.
	

	Pathos
	The quality in a work that arouses the reader or listener’s feelings of pity, sorrow, or compassion for a character.
	

	Prologue
	An introduction to a play given by a character who has nothing to do with the following action.
	

	Soliloquy
	A speech by a character who is alone on stage or whose presence is unrecognized by the other characters.
	

	Stream of Consciousness
	A style of writing that imitates the natural flow of thought.  Often ignores conventions of grammar and punctuation to do so.
	

	Syllogism
	A form of logical argument that derives a conclusion from two premises.  E.g. All men will die.  Fred is a man.  Therefore, Fred will die.
	

	Wit
	Cleverness.
	



