
Novel Study Journals 




Name ___________________

English 11

Write a response journal for the section of the novel you have read so far. Responses should be a minimum of 150 words and a maximum of 500 words.

For your journal responses, consider the following: 

· Write clearly and in an organized manner, but not necessarily formally.
· Use first person perspective and personal opinion.
· Analyze literary elements of the book (this may be in the form of commenting on character, theme, plot, genre, point of view, etc.). You may ask yourself questions such as, Why does this character behave in this way? What is the author’s purpose in including this scene/setting/character/conflict? What was the author’s purpose in writing this book? Why does this author choose this genre/setting to convey his/her message?
· Make connections between your own experiences and your book. (this could be anything from personal experience, other books, movies, plays you have read/seen, news stories or other media, experiences of other people you know, etc.). You may ask yourself questions such as, How does this work relate to other books/movies/shows/games with similar themes? What real-life situations relate to those in my novel? Can I relate to any characters or aspects of the plot? Of what does this book remind me?
· Comment on literary devices the author uses. You may want to consult handouts on rhetorical devices if you are stuck on this.
· Comment on the purpose of the work.  (Why did the author write this?  What does he/she hope for the reader to gain from having read it? What are the major themes?)
· Include quotations where appropriate, with page numbers.
· Summarize portions of the plot ONLY when it directly relates to further discussion you are doing.
*I don’t expect you to do all of these things, or consider all questions, in one journal. Choose to focus on what interests you, while making sure to consider the assessment rubric on the back to ensure you have met all criteria.

AVOID ONLY summarizing the plot, without reflection/analysis. Only summarize what is necessary to make your point.
Novel Journal Rubric

	
	Excellent 9-10
	Good 7-8
	Satisfactory 5-6
	Needs Improvement 0-4

	Understanding of novel

(10 marks)
	Responses provide specific and detailed evidence that demonstrates close familiarity with novel.
	Responses provide specific evidence that demonstrates understanding of novel.
	Responses provide some evidence that demonstrates understanding of novel.
	Limited or no evidence of understanding novel.

	Depth of responses/ analysis of novel

(10 marks)
	Accurately interprets genre, technique and/or purpose of novel. Interpretations are sophisticated.
	Accurately interprets genre, technique, and/or purpose of novel. 
	Attempts to interpret genre, technique, and/or purpose of novel. May occasionally misinterprets aspects of novel, or may show literal understanding.
	No attempt to interpret genre, technique, and/or purpose of novel, or seriously misinterprets novel. May consist only of plot summary.

	Connections with outside world and/or experience

(10 marks)
	Personalized, innovative, and thoughtful responses that make connections with previous knowledge and experience.
	Personalized and thoughtful responses that make some connection with previous knowledge and experience.
	Personal responses that may make connections with previous knowledge and experience.
	Little or no personalization or connection with previous knowledge or experience.

	Writing and organization

(10 marks)
	Responses are precisely written and well-organized. 
	Responses are clearly written and organized. 
	Meaning is apparent, but errors may distract or occasionally impede meaning.
	Responses may be difficult to understand. Errors are often distracting and impede meaning.



