WRITING A LITERARY RESPONSE/ANALYSIS IN PARAGRAPH OR ESSAY FORM

FORMAT IS ESSENTIAL IN WRITING A RESPONSE FOR AN EXAM OR ASSIGNMENT.

When asked to write a response paragraph or essay, follow the following format and guidelines:

1. Universal statement or Hook – Start with a statement which introduces the overall concept of your paragraph or essay and hooks the reader’s interest.  This could be a quote, a fact, a question or any other general statement which gives the reader the focus of the paragraph or essay.  It should be directly related to the rest of the paragraph.

2. Introduce the question or issue which is being addressed being sure to include author, title of piece and key words from the question.

3. Don’t forget to PEE – make your point, include an example from the text (quote or reference) and explain/expand upon that point.  Be sure that your reference/quote includes some context from the text - when, who said it, what was going on when it occurred.

4. Three is the magic number – unless otherwise stated in the question, include three points to answer the question.  A general guideline is to include a reference from the beginning of the piece, from the middle (at a key turning point or crisis is helpful) and from the end of the piece.

5. End conclusively – Finish with a final summation of the answer, WITHOUT MERELY RESTATING WHAT YOU’VE ALREADY TOLD US.  Shorter is better – get to the point

HELPFUL HINTS:

1. Avoid using first person (I) in your answer.  This is literary analysis.  Use “the reader” where you might be tempted to use “I”.

2. Stick to the text rather than opinion or ‘soap box’ proclamations. Unless the question asks you to evaluate or give your opinion, don’t. 

3. Use formal language as this is a formal task.

4. Refer to the author by his/her last name NOT his/her first as using a first name suggests you are personally acquainted with him/her and takes away from the formal nature of your paragraph or essay.  You might be tempted to refer to “Good old Bill” but stating “Shakespeare is over-rated” is much more appropriate.

OUTLINE FOR PARAGRAPH
Hook/universal statement (definition of character foil perhaps) 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Introductory statement or thesis ________________________________________________________________
Author_____________________________________________________

Title ______________________________________________________________

Point #1 ________________________________________________________________
Example/Quotation ________________________________________________________________
Expansion/explanation
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Point #2 ________________________________________________________________
Example/Quotation ________________________________________________________________
Expansion/explanation
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Point #3 ________________________________________________________________
Example/Quotation ________________________________________________________________
Expansion/explanation
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Conclusion (what is the bigger lesson?  How do these points connect to the bigger picture?)
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
