Scoring Guide for Original Composition or Personal Essay
English 12
A composition may apply any effective and appropriate method of development, which includes any combination of exposition, persuasion, description, and narration. No one form of writing should be considered superior to another. 
6

The six paper is superior and may draw upon any number of factors, such as maturity of style, depth of discussion, effectiveness of argument, use of literary and/or rhetorical devices, sophistication of wit, or quality of imagination. This composition exhibits an effective writing style and a sophisticated use of language.  It is outstanding and original.  Despite its clarity and precision, this paper need not be error-free.

5

The five paper is proficient. The composition displays some manipulation of language to achieve a desired effect. Content is thoughtful, but may lack the originality of the 6 paper. Vocabulary and sentence structure are varied and serve the writer’s purpose successfully. Errors may be present, but are not distracting.

4

The four paper is competent. The composition conveys the writer’s ideas, but without flair or strong control. Diction and syntax are usually appropriate, but lack variety. Structure, regardless of type, is predictable and simplistic. The paper shows a clear sense of the writer’s purpose, but lacks interest and/or imagination. Conventions of language are usually followed, but some errors in punctuation, spelling, and/or grammar are evident.
3

The three paper is barely adequate. The paper may feature underdeveloped or simplistic ideas. Transition[s] may be weak or absent, and organization may be lacking. The language may be colloquial, and there is little variety in diction and sentence structure.  Support may be in the form of listed details. The composition reflects some sense of purpose, but errors (spelling, verb tense and agreement, punctuation, language usage) are distracting.

2

The two paper is inadequate. The thesis may be unclear.  Ideas are underdeveloped and/or simply or awkwardly expressed. The composition may be excessively colloquial or reflect inadequate knowledge of the conventions of language (vocabulary misuse, verb tense and agreement, spelling, pronouns, articles, punctuation).  While meaning is apparent, errors are frequent, basic, and impede meaning.

1

The one paper is unacceptable and may be so compromised by its deficiency of composition, content, diction, syntax, structure, voice and conventions of language as to render its meaning/purpose, at times, difficult or impossible to understand.

0

The zero paper manifests an achievement less than outlined in a scale-point one, is written in verse, is off-topic, is a restatement of the topic, or is a blank paper with no response given.
