This Teeming Ark

By Tim Cahill
Total Marks: 25
Purpose

1. Explain the contrast between traveling on the barge and traveling through the forest (Eden) as described by Cahill. Be sure to cite references from the text to support your answer.  (4 marks)

2. Analyze Cahill’s purpose in describing the trip in this way.  What is the central purpose of the text?  Cahill certainly writes to entertain, but there is also some greater significance to the text (could be social: to do with society; political: policy or government; or personal: to do with Cahill’s beliefs).  Explain how the text is significant in at least two of these ways, and support your ideas with citations from the text.  (4 marks)

Audience

3. The article was written for Outside Magazine.  Explain what assumptions Cahill makes about his audience (e.g. their interests, knowledge, and experience). 

(2 marks)

Style

4. Identify examples of three rhetorical devices in the piece.  How does the use of each device improve the piece of writing? (6 marks)

5. Cahill uses the metaphor of the ark to unify the essay.  Find three specific elements that play on this metaphor. (3 marks)

6. Examine the structure of the text.  What impact do narrative, expository, and descriptive elements have on the text?  Be specific. (6 marks)
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