Of Mice and Men Essay

Choose one of the following topics and respond in a well-developed, formal, multi-paragraph essay of approximately 600 words.
1. Choose one of the ideas below and explain how it is expressed in Of Mice and Men.  Consider characters and situations in the novel that “say” something about the idea.
a) friendship/loneliness b) responsibility c) differences (prejudice and intolerance) d) privilege
2. Curley’s Wife is presented at first as a dangerous and unlikable character.  Explain how, despite this, Steinbeck creates sympathy for her and her situation.
3. Slim is an “ideal” character.  What purpose does he serve in the novel?  Considering this purpose, is Steinbeck justified in idealizing Slim, or would Slim’s character be more effective or believable if it were somewhat flawed?  Explain.
4. Choose specific characters and explain why the idea of dreams is important or even necessary for these characters.  
5. Explain why setting is important to this novel.  *Remember, setting is time and place.
6. Was George justified in killing Lennie? Based on evidence in the novel, explain why or why not.

7. Explain how this story can be viewed as a critique of culture during 1930’s in the United States.
Basic Essay Structure
	Position in essay
	Things to include in paragraph(s)

	Paragraph #1: Introduction
	- (optional) relevant background information (ex. definitions/explanations of terms; background information or historical context of work(s); brief summary of works…)

- title(s) and author(s) of work(s)

-thesis statement (must be your main idea and MUST relate to the topic on which you are writing)

	Paragraphs #2-4:

Body
	Include in each paragraph…

- transitions from one paragraph to the next

- topic sentence 

- PEE format (a main Point that supports your thesis; Example(s) from the text that illustrates your point- could be references to the text (in your own words) or quotations; and an Explanation of your example and how it supports/connects to your point/thesis)

-a concluding sentence

	Paragraph 4/5: Conclusion
	- summary of your main points

- the relevance of your essay/the ideas you’ve expressed

· Why does this topic matter?

· What should readers learn from your essay/analysis?

· How does this analysis help readers to better understand the work(s)/text(s)?


